Kathleen Wilkes, intercession coordinator

Here's how to turn your newsletter
into a prayer calendar:

Y ou will need:

-5 —7 brightly coloured markers
-your newsl etter

-asmall pocket calendar or even your
agenda

Now the fun part:

1. Use a different coloured marker
to highlight: guys' names, girls
names, group names, past events,
future events, ongoing projects,
whatever other categories you
notice in the newsletter.

2. Colour your calendar. You may
want Mondays to be blue,
Fridays yellow, or you may want
to mix them all up. It's your
calendar; do what you want with
the colours.

Y ou may see that your agenda has
a little red smiley face in the corner
of today’s page. So you look in the
newdetter, and you find that you
coloured ongoing projects in red.
Pick one and thank the Father for the
project. Pray for His blessing and
protection over it. Ask for joy and
wisdom for those involved in it and
that His kingdom may be extended
because of it.

Maybe your calendar has a green
leaf in today’ s corner and so you look
for something highlighted in green.
Maybe you coloured the guy leaders
in green, so you can choose one or
two and pray for them.

Are you getting the idea? Each of
you will pray in a different order, but
we will all cover the same topics
after awhile.

For past events, thank God and
pray that He protect the seeds sown,
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new ideas assimilated, new
friendships started, new affirmations
received.

Pray for future events, for the
planning, for good participation,
protection and new growth.

Pray for the groups, for joy in
Jesus, hunger for the Word, godly
respect for one another, creativity in
their outreach, openness and honesty
about difficult issues, faith in our
Father's love and power and good
intentions for each of them.

Pray for the leaders, for a healthy
balance between work and recreation,
protection for their family/social life,
and a continuing reliance on God for
wisdom and strength.

Pray your favourite verses over
the campuses. may they be places
where...(insert your verse).

And when the month is over, do it

again!
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One of my favourite activities of this
semester that | had the privilege to
participate in was the weekly prayer
meeting with the leaders of the GBU
group a UQAM. Every Tuesday
morning from 8:30 to 9:30, campus staff
and students gathered at the pub Le
Grimoire, in the cavern of this
underground campus to pray for our
campus movement and our individual
relationships with God. It was the
moment that we prayed together for the
various small groups and projects
undertaken by the GBU chapter of this
vast university. It was also an occasion to
develop the unity of a diverse group. The
employees of Le Grimoire hosted us
without hesitation, especialy given the
small number of customers at this hour.
Around a large tavern table where
students had gathered the evening before
to socialize with friends, surrounded by

Marc Debanné

“l was very encouraged to
discover God’'s faithfulness over
the course of the last four
decades and | redlize that what |
do today can have an impact on
those to come!”

Rose Alexis enjoying catching up  -Myriam Houle, student, Cégep

with friends at the anniversary party de Sherbrooke.

“| really appreciated the 40" anniversary celebration. It helped
me to see how the GBUC has progressed over the years. The
different ‘Flash Backs' made it possible for me to discover the
history of the movement. The testimonies of participants from
here and there were encouraging. | have cometo realize that it is
a structured group, and | have a better understanding of the
global vision. Sometimes | feel that our campus group is small
and does not have a lot of impact. After a celebration like that, |
realize that our ‘drop’ in the ocean (the national and even

international movement) isimportant.”

-Nancy Oliveira, from Brazl, Masters Student at I’ Université

de Sherbrooke.
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large TV screens, we freely worshipped
our Saviour and called upon him for His
help, to the rhythm of a morning music
whose words were definitely contrary to
the moment. For a prayer meeting, what
a strange place!

He was born in a stable, Christmas night
For the Son of God, what a strange
place....

These lines from « La plus belle des
chansons d’amour (The Most Beautiful
of Love Songs) » remind us that God
incarnate came to us in a very strange
place. At first glance, one would not
expect those present to appreciate His
greatness. animals, shepherds... and
eventually a trio of pagan magicians.
Entering the world this way, Christ
reinvented for humans the form that
God's presence takes in the world: the
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modest, but

of Quebec.”

Holy God who sets up His tent among
sinners and invites them to follow Him.
After praying with my GBU friends
every Tuesday in this strange place, |
have come to ask myself the following
question: Are we in the process of
redefining the presence of God among
students for the UQAM of today — and
even for ourselves?

Have a Merry Christmas in Jesus Christ!

May 2006 find you serving your Saviour
in all kinds of strange places!
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“As along-time friend of the GBUC, | was really touched to see
so many gathered together for an evening of dessert and coffee.
There were four generations of GBUCers present to celebrate
the work begun amongst the students of Quebec by several
pioneers, including Ramez Atallah, a speaker as charismatic as
ever. The shared memories, photos and conversations with
several quality people who contributed in their own way to the
and
the
movement reminded me
of the privilege for each
one to have brought a
vital
contribution to this epic
of faith on the campuses

-Richard Ouellette,
Businessman, Resource

person for the GBUC in

Quebec.

Eric Wingender and Pierre Baillargeon
performing their version of « Let My People
Go »
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Catherine, Pascal, and Marie blessed the
group with their beautiful music.

This fall, | had the
opportunity to participate in the
GBUC retreat at Villa de Brome, a
warm, welcoming and ... rainy place!
| came away blessed in many ways.
First, | was blessed to arrive safe and
sound at my destination on the Friday
evening after a long five hour trip in
the dark and rain. Above al, God
blessed me by transforming my heart
throughout the retreat. As a shy guy, |
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Pascal Matte, from Québec

am often apprehensive at such events
because | am forced to socialize with
the people who speak to me, or even
to take the first steps in contexts that |
would prefer to run from. Thankfully,
as happens at each retreat, | came
away with the deep conviction that it
was worth the effort to consecrate a
weekend to meet people like me, some
more crazy than others, and to praise
God with them in the same spirit. God
constantly calls me to face challenges,
such as overcoming my persona
shyness and teaches me to give him
my fears (Don't worry, | have
others!). From one retreat to ancther, |
learn to discover people who enrich
my life and | receive biblical
instruction that builds me up. My
surviva instinct is transformed into a
thirst for adventure and the unknown.
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During this retreat, God also taught
me to become a participant rather than
just a spectator and | found a red
pleasure in taking part in the worship
as a guitarist. In summary, GBUC
rocks!

Students took time to pray together for the
different campuses at the retreat.
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Sonia Dasis spending atermin
for research in
Anthropology. She is a member
of a small group with the GBU
at UQAM.

Montreal

| came to Quebec this year
as a doctora student. Thisis
when | first began to know
He came to me a a
point in my life when | was
finally open to experiencing

Jesus.

faith.

| spent most of my life analyzing my way through
problems, deciphering people and things until it became second
nature to rely on my intellect for everything. Recently | was
faced with a problem that | couldn’t fix, and Jesus came to me.

Knowing Jesus this semester has meant that | got to know
my own heart. Now, as | explore faith through Bible study and
prayer, | am learning more than ever. And | feel better
equipped to face life on my own terms, with my heart and mind

and Jesus as my guides.
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Thank you to all who give and pray for our finances!

*Internship Project : The 40th anniversary celebration
of GBUC has made it possible to set aside $8,000 for
future interns, and possibly more because there are till
promised amounts yet to be determined. Thank you to
all who contributed to this project on the occasion of
our anniversary celebration ($4,000) and to the group of
friends who decided to double the amount.

*Financial Need at Year End : It'sagood timeto help
the GBUC to achieve their budget of 2005. Consider in
particular the General Fund (that receives all donations
designated “GBUC,” “General Fund,” etc.). The annual
budget for 2005 projected donations totalling $40,000
for these funds. After 11 months, we have only attained

$30,100. We pray that the remaining $9,900 will arrive
in December. (In Perspective: In 2004, we received
$5,227 in December for the General Fund, for an annua
total of $38,169).

Thank you in advance!
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Marc Debanné

Since October, a new
bible study movement has
begun for French Manitoba
students in Saint Boniface, a
French Canadian
community in the suburbs
of Winnipeg. The campus is
caled Collége Universitaire
de Saint-Boniface (CUSB)
and has a student population
of about 1,000 students. At
present, three groups of four
students meet each week to
study and share their
reflections on God's word.
The student leader, Nicole,
studies Education. She
participated in a GBUC
retreat in 2000 while doing
missions training in
Montreal. In 2004, her
efforts to begin an official

campus group a CUSB
were met with opposition,
especialy when a few
students from the group
decided to express their
disapproval for the
installation of condom
vending machines.
Nevertheless, the
controversy attracted
severa  new participants
who were inspired by the
stand of their classmates.
With the help of the
Pastoral Service of CUSB,
these three bible study
groups were able to begin
their activities this fall and
severa students have had
the opportunity to discover
the Bible for the first time.

Katie Watts, campus worker at I’ Université de Montréal

It's finally the Christmas Season, the
time to contemplate the beautiful
mystery of Christ's Incarnation, his
humble coming to this world enabling us
to be reconciled with God. What a
glorious example of a servant we havein
Jesus Christ! What a great occasion to
celebrate his love by serving others!
Take a look at a few of the many
creative activities that different GBU
groups are putting on for Christmas.
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The GBU at the Université de
Sherbrooke decided to organize a
Christmas dinner on December 1st for
the students in University housing. GBU
students prepared a meal, organized
games and Christmas skits, led singing
of Christmas carols, and offered a gift to
each person who came. The gift included
a candy cane with an explanation of the
meaning behind it, hot chocolate, a
Christmas card, a pamphlet on the GBU,

and a CD-ROM with a presentation
entitled “The Cross.” Participants were
asked to bring non-perishable food items
that were given to a charitable
organization at the University. Pray that
the light of Christ would be shine in this

group.

) & n &

The GBU at the Université de
Montréal is putting together a Christmas
choir this year. The choir will be visiting
several hospitals in Montreal in the
weeks before Christmas and singing
Christmas carols to the people there. The
idea came from a student who recently
visited a friend in a hospital and felt
moved to action upon seeing so many
lonely, hurting people. The group may
continue the choir after the holidays in
order to perform traditional Quebecois
songsin retirement homes and hospitals.

The GBU a UdeM is also redly
looking forward to joining the GBU

from UQAM for a Christmas party on
Dec.17.
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International students at the
Université de Montréal are invited to
attend a specia retreat this year called
Noel International 2005, which will take
place from December 22-26 near
Kingston, Ontario. International students
from Concordia University, the
University of Ottawa, and Kingston will
also be attending.

Please pray that the participants
would experience a warm, familial
atmosphere among other students and
interns from many different cultures.
Also pray that those present would
make new friendships and discover the
meaning of Christmas in Canada. Pray
that students from Université de
Montréal would participate .



