Dave Kieft, staff at UQAM

quite a number of these students continue to be interested in
being involved on campus.

In terms of numbers, our group is not very impressive for a
campus of 41,000 students. There are maybe 20 students
active in the GBU in some form or another. But ... thisis an
incredibly good thing! First of all, thisis a "shopping-mall”
style campus where student organizations are pitifully small
(many of them have as few as five members). Furthermore,
as a Christian group, we have a vision that is unique and
significant. This is why there are GBU groups sprouting up
in universities all around the world.

Most student members are proud of what the group has
done for them and happy to invest in it. One student,
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Léonard (senior in Fine Arts and Education), sums it up this
way: "Being involved in the GBU is a profound building-up
experience for me as a Christian. Last semester, | was able
to participate in times of prayer, worship and sharing, which
were edifying and refreshing to my soul: it's like a cup of
cool water when the heat of university life is turned way
up!!"

The group can start to develop and organize itself now that
I'm at UQAM as full-time staff. The "Kick-off Party" gave
us a chance to reflect on our role on the campus, and to
make a commitment. At the same time it was like a prayer to
heaven, "God, we are here and we trust You, ... bless our
years at this school and show us what to do!"

Anne Laure Goguillon, student at UQAM

Throughout the GBUC winter retreat, Georges
Tarabulsy, our guest speaker, encouraged us to think about
the theme, the family by asking such questions as. How has
my family history influenced who | am today? Based on
my family situation, what deep aspirations has God laid on
my heart? Despite all the emotions triggered by these
guestions, the retreat had a very friendly atmosphere. The
participants were open with one another, especially during
the time of sharing on Saturday evening, meal times, the
Quebec folk dance to open the weekend... For me
personaly, this retreat was a time of refreshment, an
opportunity to experience God's love and faithfulness in a
deeper way and the joy of being a part of His family.
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Dave Kieft, staff at UQAM

Anyone starting a business or project
knows how hard a kick-off meeting
can be. Out of the people you invite,
how many will show up? Will your
ideas fly? Are you dividing
responsibilities among trusted
volunteers? All this is starting to
remind me of the TV show "The

Apprentice."

| was feeling pressure from above to put on such a meeting
in January (“from above" refers to my director Marc, not
God!). | discussed the idea with three of my student leaders
and we decided it was worth taking those risks for our
beginning-of-term party for the Groupe Biblique at U of Q
in Montreal. At the very least, it would help us plan other
future events, so we had nothing to lose.

On kick-off day, a core group of 10 faithfuls from first
semester showed up, along with a small number of students
who had met us at our GBU booth in the days prior to the
party. Jessica and Claude had set up a buffet table in the

middle section of the hall while David and Mathieu began
playing CDs, and Mathieu even gave alive rap performance
by the entrance door. Marjorie then invited the group to
participate in an ice-breaker type game.

Afterwards, the group congregated in the lower part of the
meeting hall where we enjoyed a time of worship and
presentations from students who had been part of small
groups during the
first term of school.

We invited al 15

students to embrace

the vision of the

campus as a place

where God is at

work, and to step

out to be part of a

small group. It is

encouraging to note

that now, after a Two studentsat UQAM during an ice
couple of months, breaker at the kick-off party

Continued on page 4
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Sem Pierre, staff to I nternational Students

The question may seem strange
to you. Yet, someone stopped
to consider the same question
in an article released by IFES
(International  Fellowship  of
Evangelical Students). Often,
one has the impression that the
list of numerous articles
making up a Statement of Faith is more a bureaucratic
exercise than anything. The more statements there are, the
more one tends to get lost.

As a person who does not like to complicate things, | can
understand the hesitation of some people draw up a
Statement of Faith; it can be difficult to understand and can
seem heavy and complex.

However, the problem resides in a failure to understand
the purpose for such a document. A Statement of Faith is
used (or should be used) to show the public exactly where
we stand as an organization. It allows us to clearly state our
position on the principal doctrines that we adhere to. It
provides a framework for our ministry and protects us from
all theological diversions. A Statement of Faith is not only
important in areligious context, but that of any business.

We live at a time when many believers perceive doctrine
as something that does not result in anything concrete. It is
perceived as dead and monotonous. What is not understood
isthat it is through doctrine that one can live and experience
reality. In his Epistle to the Romans (What could be more
doctrinal?), Paul uses eleven chapters to explain the basis of
Christianity. Starting in chapter 12, he gives concrete
examples. Thisis apattern found in many of hisletters.

Continued on page 2
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David Miljour, student at UQAM

As | sit in front of my TV, | can't
believe it. Switzerland has just scored
and they are ahead of Canada 2 — 0.
Everyone knows that the Swiss are
known for the quality of their
chocolate and Swiss cheese. But to
defeat Canada’s best hockey
players... Canada, the all-stars, the
team of choice. It's impossible to
lose! With Sakic, Brodeur, Blake, Gagné and all the rest.
One must remember that nothing is sure. Right, Goliath?
David, so young, so small, so frail. Nevertheless, he was
the bravest of the people of Isragl to rise up against the
powerful warrior. Goliath was the strongest, the biggest
of warriors. The man to beat. David, without armour, no
sword, just afew stones and a sling. Wasthat al? No! He
also had a strong desire to display the confidence that he
had in God as his Divine Creator and to make the col ossal
adversary seem very small. In his camp, there were
probably many among his brothers and sisters and
compatriots who said: « A child to defend us? We are
lost! » David paid no attention. Arriving at the battlefield,

)$ * -.5 )
) +*1 6 * o+

Join us at thisimportant event for the
organization of GBUC. Share your
opinions and suggestions and find out
more about how you can get involved!
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A one week mission trip to Obédjiwan,

Quebec, a First Nations Reservation of
the Atikamekw people. Contact Katie
Watts at katie@gbuc.ca for more info.

Student Mission Conference in
St. Louis, Missouri. See above.

When we have a clear
understanding of our raison d'étre,
it becomes easier to get involved...
9:;5 not because our commitment is
easy to maintain, but because we
know why we do what we do. |
believe that these Statements, when
they are clearly defined, can be
4 + used to avoid problems of
understanding. People know what
to expect! For example, the word
Christian can mean different things
for different people... dl the more
reason to try to be as clear as

a smile on his face, the determined young shepherd
charged the Philistine. What seemed ridiculous to Goliath
worked well for David. His speed only increased the
speed of the stone that caused the death of the giant. How
al the little things come together! Like what happened
with the Swiss. Sometimes, a test, a discussion, the
relationship with our parents and friends can seem like
"Goliath" situations and discourage us. Each challenge
exists to give us the chance to prove our confidence in
our Heavenly Father. What's more, on your campus,
thereis a GBU, a place to be involved, discuss and where
one can count on the others because they aso have the
same Father, and the same confidence. In closing, | leave
you with a quote from one of my favourite thinkers:

« Je n'existe que dans la mesure ou j'existe pour autrui, a
lalimite: étre, c'est aimer. » -- Emmanuel Mounier.

or, an unofficia transation,

"l exist only insofar as | exist for others; essentidly, to
beistolove." — Emmanuel Mounier
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possible!

In a postmodern world where
everything changes quickly, a
Statement of Faith allows for
stability. Nevertheless, | believe
that all Statements require a long
reflection process. It can be subject
to change under certain conditions,
as we interpret biblical texts in our
current context. This allows us to
bring others on board and to work
together for acommon vision.

So there you have it—why |
believe in a Statement of Faith!
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Mélanie Auger, staff at Sherbrooke

Each year, the GBUC staff read a
book together to discuss and learn from
the experience. | would like to share
one with you that is a good resource for
reflection on evangelism. Who knows,
it may change your way of thinking!
This year, we read Passerelles entre
I'évangile et nos contemporains
(Footbridges Between the Gospel and
our Contemporaries — an unofficial
translation) written by David Brown,
President of GBU in France. In his
introduction, David Brown describes
four types of bridges that permit
today’s Christians to share Christ with
their contemporaries. The first bridge is
our humanity, a theme which deals
with questions such as who am I? Who
are we as humans? The second bridge
is the Church. As a community, the
Church is called by God to reflect a
renewed humanity to the world today.
Brown’s third bridge is spirituality. He
argues that truly biblical spirituality is
more satisfying than post-modern
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spirituality. The last bridge is the meta-
narrative. The book describes this as,
“It's the nostalgia of a meaning of life
that re-acquaints us with the notion of
human history, but only a God-given
perspective can assure us of a correct
understanding of such a broad
subject” (unofficial translation). These
four topics of conversation lead us to
discover different ways of approaching
people around us. They help us to
develop bridges between ourselves,
others and Christ.

David Brown has a particular
writing style. Some staff members
appreciated it, others, not so much. He
begins each topic of conversation with
a dialogue, then he presents his thesis
and supports it with testimonial
accounts. Personally, | really liked his
thoughts on bridges that can be built to
help people of our generation approach
God. For example, he says that pre-
modernism was the era of tradition,
modernism looked toward the future
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Rachel Schroeder-Tabah, student at Cégep de Chicoutimi

and now, postmodernism emphasizes
the immediate. This concept caused me
to think about in what way the gospel
could reach a person today who is
influenced by the immediate rather
than tradition. This book contributes
quite a bit to our reflection on how to
share the good news, which is one of
the objectives of GBUC. There is also
material for group studies. You are
welcome to borrow this book from the
GBUC officeif you're interested.

First of al, I'd like to say hello from al of us here in
Chicoutimi. Dorcas and | formed this group two years ago
and | believe that God opened severa doors here at the
cégep. God has taught me through this group as a leader
and as a student, but more personally, God has shown me
through my experiences the importance of taking time to
rest in al that | do. Often we want to do lots of things to
serve the Lord and those around us. This desire to be useful
can overload us and we sometimes continue to do things
for the wrong reasons. Even if | had time to do everything,
and more, certain activities could cause me more trouble
than pleasure. It is necessary to learn how to take a step
back and think of what we are doing and God has shown
me the importance of that. The GBUC meetings, which
take place Thursday at noon here, are atime to rest and to
learn to know God more and more together with others and
receive encouragement. | understand that there is always a

time to stop and breathe, because in al things, God is a
refuge and not a burden. | continue to lead the GBUC
meetings with joy and now with arenewed peace.

(from left) Dorcas, Sophie, Nicolas, and Rachel in the meeting
space that the Cegep’ s administration granted them for GBU
activities.



